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Monica C. Moazez
to me

Hi Thom,
 
Hope you are well. Thom, I wanted to reach out to you because today our office and 19 other states settled with the federal government,
and they have agreed to reconsider two critical habitat rules adopted in 2016. I believe you were following 
have included our initial press release, but wanted to reach out to you before issuing today’s release and see if you’re interested in
covering exclusively. We’d be happy to provide you with background and only provide you with 
 
I’ve got a  meeting, but please let me know! Happy to assist you however I can.
 
Best,
 
Monica Moazez
Communications Director
Nevada Attorney General’s Office
555 E. Washington Ave.
Las Vegas, NV 89101
(702) 486-0657
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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Adam Paul Laxalt, Attorney General

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Date: March 15, 2018

Contact: Monica Moazez

MMoazez@ag.nv.gov / 702-486-0657

Federal Government Agrees to Reconsider Critical Habitat Rules

Following Legal Challenge by Attorney General Laxalt and 19 States

Carson City, NV – Today, Nevada Attorney General Adam Paul Laxalt applauded a
decision by the federal government, in response to a lawsuit filed by AG Laxalt and 19
other states, to agree to reconsider rules regarding critical habitat designations that restrict

property owners’ use of land.

In 2016, federal agencies adopted two new rules broadly expanding the definition of
“critical habitat,” allowing the federal government to designate land as “critical habitat” for
an endangered species even if that species did not presently live on that land and even

when the land failed to possess the biological features necessary for the survival of the
species. Once the land was designated as “critical habitat,” use of that land could be
severely limited. In November of 2016, AG Laxalt and a coalition of 19 other attorneys
general filed a lawsuit in the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Alabama

challenging the two rules as an unlawful federal overreach. Today’s settlement of that case
requires the federal agencies to reconsider the challenged rules and submit revised rules
for public review within 60 days. It also retains the States’ ability to file another lawsuit
should the new rules perpetuate the federal overreach.

“I commend the federal government for agreeing to reconsider rules created in the
previous administration that could have severely restricted property owners’ use of their
own land,” said Laxalt. “If this federal land grab had been implemented, the federal
government could have expanded critical habitat designations to include entire states. I am

proud of the result of our joint efforts to protect Nevada land from burdensome and
unconstitutional federal overreach.”

In addition to Nevada, other states participating in this settlement include: Alabama,
Alaska, Arkansas, Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, Louisiana, Michigan, Missouri,
Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, South Carolina, Texas, West Virginia,
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